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1. Upon the death of an individual in Czschoslovakia, if he has not been under 
medicai care just prior to his death, the first to be notified is the State 
District Physician, The physician performs an examination to make certain 
the. verson is dead and to determine the cause of death. He then writes the 
results of this examination on the Death Gertificate (ohledavaci list) which 
ts required before the deceased's affaies can be settled. In cases where an 
sndividuel was being treated Ly a general practitioner prior to his death, 
the State District Physician is still the only person who is authorized to 
conduet the madical examination. The general oractitioner must report to 
the State District Physician Lhe nethod used to treat the patient, 


2, The Death Certificate issued so the deceased's next of “in by the State 
District Physician is first taken to the Local National Committee office for 
registration, and an Official Death Certificate (umrtni list) is then issued. 
hig document ig required before the deceased may be buried. The Local 

Netional Cornmittee informs the local SNB office of the death, and the 

appropriate entry is made in the SNB card files which are kept on 

tnd+yiduals residin. within a géwen district, The SiB office thaw 
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‘the Lote LU nipis 190-7 eemell 
_ The. Loca onal © the local SNB 
office whigh wakes the approEr The sane is 
algo done at the SNB office in the town in whieh the individual died. If 
‘the déceased had personal property or real estate, the SNB ascertains whether 
there are any living relatives and if none are found, the estate ig sold at 
augtion and the money gained is used to pay the Local National Committee for 
the expenses of burial. . rill be done with 


, The authowities decide then what w 
"the 2 nnn eet ata 


va and the Official Death 
 énaan entry ig made on the ID 
“tHe cad is returnéd to the relative. Ration cards may not be used after 
the day the person to whom they were issued dies. These cards are registered 
gb the appropriate office and records aro changed accordingly. official 
° Gstdg antl legal papers which allow the bearer special privileges, such as 
the official card of SNB uembers, STB members, the official badze and card 
for employees of price control offices, ates, must all be returaed to the 
issuing office. Cards authorizing special rail rates must be returned to 
the office which employed the deceased and the office returns them to the 
tesuing agency. If the above-mentioned documents and eredentials are not 
returnad, the authorities who issued the documents attennt, with the aid of 
thé SNB and thé Local National Committee, to find the documents afd secure 
aN proof. that they have been returned. es i bas license for 
; eartying weapons, military book, all m — 
getety, are not considered important by ncmend 
nei by the deceased's family. Sais = 
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be TP the. deceased has no relatives, hig personal documents are retained by. the 
eal National Committee or by the local SNB station. Docuients which serve 
ag identification are returned to the proper issuing agency. If the 
documents are given to the janitor or house manager, he must either hand 
them over to the deceased's relatives or to the nearest SNB station or Local 
National Committee. , es 


% In case of a fatal accident or violent death, the person authorized to care 
for the body is the SNB member who first arrives at the.scene. He searches 
the clothes of the deceased and takes all personal belongings and documents 
found on the body, These belongings and doewhents are later submitted to 
the legal court along with the SNB member's report of the. case. The personal 
documents whieh ave sent to court’ are not considered important to the legal 
orocedure, and if the relatives wish, they may come and clain them, If no 
one calls for them, they are kept with the record of the case and are 
returned to the appropriate issuing agencies by the court. 


In the case of death by accident 9 
performed by a legal commlg 


Blence an autopsy is always 
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Mandiing all suspects. 


19, In the event of death by accident in an office gr national enterprise, an 
‘SNB member 4s immediately called to investigate the case. He either turns 
over the personal belongings and docunents directly to the family, or he 
sends the documents to the issuing authorities and merely returns the 

gs to the relatives. In any case, the relatives are given 
dof the deceased, so that, the necessary entry concerning the 

be made by the Local National Committee. In the event that a. 
nor factory vhysician or militia member has already removed 
these must all be. turned 
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deceased belonged. At the gam’ time, the hospital atse informs the parents 

or relatives of the deceased. and his Local National, Committee ar local SNB: 

gtation. The soldier's military book is: returned: tothe issuing unit by the 

military hospital, The compamy of: the deceased soldier. returns all. civilian 

personal documents together with his ID: ecard to the SNB station where the. 

‘ntained hig legal residence. If a member, of the armed forces is 

suicide, or meets with violent death in some” 

3 unit sends a telegram to ‘the Ministry of | 

incident to the military procurator, to the 

or to the SNB station or Local 

his’ legal residence, The 
lispatched to the 
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e with accideats which involve only military personnel, 


'- gutb ig interested solely in eases in which civilians are implicated. In 


such instances, the SNB investigates the civilian concerned, while the DOZ 
handles the investigation of military personnel. oa Ne fh 
Military personnel are. not permitted to retain their personal documents, - 
legal vapers, membership cards, etc. during the period of compulsory military 
service, The ID card is kent together with the soldier's military record: 

by the military authorities, The card is returned to the owner at the end of 
his military service, Ration cards and food tickets are turned over to the 
Quartermaster Service at the beginning of the soldier's military service. 

The Quartermaster is responsible for sending these cards and tickets back to 
the ‘individual's Local National Committee. .Legal papers and cards of any 


‘eind (sic) are returned by the soldier to his employer before he enters the 


service. 


Upon ‘the death of a member of thé armed forces, the Death Certificate is .. 
igsued by a military chief physician, Then the Local National Committee at 
the place where the body is tc be buried may issue an Official Death 
Certificate. If the soldier has 10 relatives, the Army assumes responsibility 
for the burial and expenses involved. Personal docunents of the deceased are 
sent by the company to the Local National Committee where the deceased 

legally resided prior to his entry into military service. 


18. The further use of a deceased person's documents is vossible only so Long as 


the illegal holder of the documents is not screened, since. all documents 

are registered by the individual issuing offices, and since records of deaths 
are kept by both the local SNB station where the deceased residdd and. by the 
Local National Committee, | 
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